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Nehru's letter further said, that while two-thirds of India
enjoyed freedom and full self-government, one-third of India
should remain under the autocratic rule of the Indian Princes
without any repres3ntative assemblies or other institutions.
Independence was not divisible, Pandit Nehru concluded.
On April 11 the Cabinet Mission interviewed Miss
Maniben Kara and Mr. B. G- Karnik of the Radical
Democratic Party, Mrs. Hansa Mehta, President of the All-
India Women's Conference, Dr. M. R. Jayakar, a member of
the Sapru Committee, and Mr. Kiran Shankar Roy, Congress
Opposition Leader in the Bengal Legislative Assembly.
All the five interviewers emphasised the need for an im-
mediate solution of the Indian Question on the basis of an
undivided India with a strong Central Government. They
also stressed the need to have a broadbased provisional interim
Government* whose task will be energetically and effectively
to tackle all problems with an eye on the general good of the
mass of people of the country, irrespective of caste or creed.
Miss Maniben Kara, who presented the Mission with a
written memorandum, demanded the creation of a provisional
Government whose principal purpose will be the amelioration
of the condition of the masses. She did not want any special
privileges or safeguards for the working classes whom her
party claimed to represent.
Mrs. Hansa Mehta told the Mission that the All-India
Women's Conference stood solidly behind India's demand
for full independence and the immediate transfer of power.
She pleaded for a united India with a strong Central Govern-
ment. She condernand separate electorates which had sown
the seeds of disruptive tendencies among the people of India
and said the women of India were quite prepared to cast their
lot with the rest of India, although they were fully aware of
the uphill task they had to accomplish in bringing about
equality of status for Indian women.
\ Asked why Muslim women had been elected from Muslim
constituencies and Hindu women from general constituencies,
Mrs. Hansa Mehta told the Mission this was because of the
existence of separate electorates.
Asked if the Women's Conference had branches all over
India, she told the Mission that the All-India Women's
Conference had branches in all parts of the country and its